
 

September 27-29, 2019 

Brasstown Valley 
Resort & Spa 

6321 Highway 76 

Young Harris, GA 30582 

www.gaota.com 

ww 

Registration 

Name:___________________________ 
Address:_________________________ 
________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________ 
Email:___________________________ 
Indicate your meal preference for Saturday Lunch: 

☐ Vegan     ☐ Vegetarian     ☐ Non-Vegetarian
☐ Gluten Free ☐ Other Allergy:

  ____________________________ 
Registration Fees: 

OT OTA Student 
Full Conference 
Member 

$325 $275 $65 

Full Conference 
*NonMember

$425 $375 $75 

Friday Only 
Member 

$165 $140 $50 

Friday Only 
*NonMember

$210 $185 $60 

Saturday Only 
Member 

$250 $200 $60 

Saturday Only 
*NonMember

$300 $275 $70 

Sunday Only 
Member 

$165 $140 $50 

Sunday Only 
*NonMember

$210 $185 $60 

Register by August 27, 2019: 
(select one method) 

o Register online: www.gaota.com
o Complete & Mail this form with payment to:

GOTA P.O. Box 1495 Gainesville, GA 30503. 
OR scan and email to info@gaota.com  

o Donate to PAC (not tax deductible) $________
o Late Fee ($25) for registration after

deadline: Must be post marked by: 8/27/19
o Social Networking Reception Guest ($15

adult, $8 child over 10, under 10 Free)

Total enclosed: $__________________ 

o Check (enclosed)

o Visa/MasterCard #:________________________

Expiration date: __________ CVV: __________  

Billing Zip:______________________________ 



Conference Sessions: 
Friday, September 27 
12:00-1:30pm Registration and Unopposed Vendor Hours 
1:30-1:50 Friday Opening Remarks 
Session 1: 2:00-3:00pm 

1a.  The Use of Advanced Technology and Robotics in Pediatric 
Rehabilitation: Jyotika Mistry, OTR/L, CSRS, CPAM, CKTP 
 

1b.  Hosting a Fall Prevention Event in the Community: A 
Great Way to Serve the Community and Promote Collaboration: 
Kay Graham, PhD, MSOT; Lisa Howard, MS, CTRS; Tracy A. Wright, 
PT, DPT 

 

Session 1A: 2:00-4:15pm 
1A.a.  Meeting the Challenge: Occupational Therapy 
Practitioners Collaborating on All Levels: Barbara Banning, MEd., 
OTR/L; Betsy McDaniel, MS, COTA/L; Amy Shaffer, MA, COTA/L 
 

1A.b.  The Role of Occupational Therapy in Diabetes 
Management: A Client-Centered Approach: Suny Faradj-Bakht, 
OTD, OTR/L, Keisa Boykin, OT, DHS, MBA/HCM 

 

Session 2: 3:15-4:15pm 
2a.  Priority Setting Among Autistic Adults to Develop a 
Research Agenda to Address Health Outcomes: Teal W. Benevides, 
PhD, MS, OTR/L; Stephen Shore, EdD; The Autistic Adults and other 
Stakeholders Engage Together (AASET) Community Council 
 

2b.  Innovative Outpatient Rehabilitation Program with Blood 
and Bone Marrow Patients: Luba Underwood OTR/L 
 

Session 3: 4:30-6:30pm 
3a.  Occupational Therapy Ethics: Kimberly Willis, JD 
 

3b.  Optimization of Domestic Space for Productive Aging: A 
Case for Occupational Therapy: Kinsuk Maitra, PhD, OTR/L, 
FAOTA 
 

3c.  Annual Georgia Consortium for Fieldwork Education 
Meeting: Charles Shadle, OTD, OTR/L 
 

3d.  Orthotic Devices and Rehabilitation Technology for 
Improving Upper Extremity Function in Individuals with 
Neurological Conditions: Tamara Mills, PhD, OTR/L, ATP; Sara 
Buggelli, MS, OTR/L 

 

Saturday, September 28 
7:45-8:30am Saturday Opening Remarks 
Session 4: 8:00-9:00am 

Keynote Speaker: Authoring our Future: Change Agents 
Seeking the Just-Right Challenges for Occupational Therapy to 
Flourish!: Virginia Stoffel, PhD, OT, VS, FAOTA 
 

Session 5: 9:15-10:15am 
5a.  From the Institution to the Community: Transitioning & 
Supporting Individuals with Developmental Disabilities:  Rafael 
E. Salazar II, MHS, OTR/L; Laura Paradowski, OTR/L; Noelle 
Humphrey, CCC-SLP; Bryon Dockter, RN 
 

5b.  Georgia OT Licensure Updates: Rob McClellan OTR/L, CHT 
 

5c.  Application of Quietation and Breath Control Techniques 
(Pranayama) to OT Practice: Elena L. Wheeler, COTA/L, RYT 500, 
NCTM/L 
 

5d.  The Role of Occupational Therapy in a Family Treatment 
Court Program: Robin Underwood, PhD., OT/L; Cathie Bigman, OTS; 
Amanda Sierra, OTS  

10:30-11:30am Unopposed Vendor Time 
Session 6: 11:30-12:30pm 

6a. GOTA Business Meeting; Lunch Included 
Session 7: 12:45-1:45pm 

7a. Poster Presentations 
Session 8: 2:00-3:00pm 

8a.  The Development and Implementation of an Evidence 
Based Acute Care Lymphedema Program: Allison Gowens MOT, 
OTR/L, CLT; Melora Rennie OTR/L, CLT-LANA  
 

8b.  Rehabilitation Initiatives to Address the Opioid Crisis in 
a Hospital Based Rehabilitation Department: Cheri Romero, 
OT/L 

 

Session 8A: 2:00-4:15pm 
8A.a.  Shoulder Pain: How to Evaluate, Treat and Maximize 
Independence and Participation: Amy Todd, MS, OTR/L, CHT; 
Rob McClellan OTR/L, CHT 
 

8A.b.  PDPM and Beyond- A Model for Success in a 
Changing Environment: Angela Edney, MSA, OTR /L; Jackie 
Maynor, OTR/L; Tammy Paulk, OTR/L 

 
Session 9: 3:15-4:15pm 

9a.  The Role of Occupational Therapy in a Veterans Court 
Program: Mary P. Shotwell, PhD, OT/L, FAOTA; Rachel A. 
Shotwell, MSOT, OTR/L 
 

9b.  Student Session: Your Student Loan Investment: Joseph 
Reinke, CFA 

 

5:30-7:30pm Social Networking & Refreshments  
 

Sunday, September 29 
 

Session 10: 7:00-8:00am 
10a.  Occupational Therapy Self-Care Through Yoga And Tai 
Chi*: Elena Wheeler, COTA/L, RYT 500, NCTM/L *Outside 

 

Session 11 8:30-9:30am 
11a. Legislative & Regulatory Issues: Aileen Deogracias, OTR/L; 
Tom Bauer, Lobbyist 

 

Session 12: 9:45am- 10:45am 
12a.  The Road Less Travelled: Career Transitions that Take 
Us Out of Direct Client Care: Vanessa Gabriele Hunter, MHS, 
OTR/L; Mary Shotwell, PhD, OT/L, FAOTA  

 

12b.  Conquering the Need and Support for Occupational 
Therapy Services in Acute Care: Elizabeth Burch, OTD, OTR/L; 
Leslie Murray, MOT, OTR 

 

Session 12A: 9:45am- 12:00pm 
12A.a.  Team Based Ethics Rounds: Sarah Shirley, OTR/L, 
MDiv, DOT 
 

12A.b.  Orthosis to Manage Thumb Arthritis: Rob McClellan, 
OTR/L, CHT; Missy Thurlow, MBA, OTR/L, CHT; Stephanie Kiel, 
OTR/L, CHT; Graham Reeves, OTR/L; Corey Reeves, OTR/L, CHT 

 

Session 13: 11:00am- 12:00pm 
13a.  On Road Driving Desensitization: Improving client's 
confidence and tactical driving skills after mild TBI: Matt 
Abisamra, OTR/L, CDRS; Michelle Ashley, MS, OTR/L; Shannon 
Schneider, MS, OTR/L  
 
13b.  The Screening Assessment of Sensory Integration: 
Validity in Children with Autism Compared to Typicals: Susan 
Stallings-Sahler, Ph.D., OTR/L, FAOTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Breakout Preferences 
(Please circle) 

1.   a   b                  8.   a   b  
1A. a   b          8A.   a   b                 
2.   a   b                  9.   a   b                 
3.   a   b   c   d       10.   a   b 
4.   a                     11.   a     
5.   a   b   c   d       12.   a   b 
6.   a                     12A. a   b 
7.   a          13.   a   b 
 

Looking for something fun to do while at 
Brasstown Valley Resort & Spa? 

Check out some of these options: 

• Horseback Trail-Riding Experience 
o To Schedule call 706-379-9900 

• Golf 
o Book a Tee Time call 706-379-4613 

• Spa 
o View Services online or call 706-379-2336 
o https://www.brasstownvalley.com/spa/ 

• Hiking 
o 9.2 miles of wilderness trails 

• Fishing 
o On-site fishing with complimentary equipment  
o Fishing license required: 

https://georgiawildlife.com 
• Activities 

o Additional activities for children and families 
are available throughout the year. Activities 
listed online at www.brasstownvalley.com 

• Dining: 
o Onsite 
o The Dining Room; Brassies Grill; Fireside 

Lounge 
o Offsite 
o Brothers at Willow Ranch; Mary’s Southern 

Grill; Enrico’s Italian Restaurant; El Cancun 
Mexican Restaurant 

Hotel Block: Brasstown Valley Resort & Spa 
Visit www.gaota.com for booking details 

 

Support GOTA Political Action Group 
Donate to the Silent Auction 

info@gaota.com 
 




